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Iqra Hasan Priya Saroj Pushpendra Saroj
Constituency Constituency Constituency
02 Kairana 74 Machhlishahr 50 Kaushambi

8th June, Samajwadi Party head office, Lucknow: The Samajwadi bulletin team got a
chance to have a conversation with three young parliamentarians, after their meeting in the
SP Party Office, about their journey into politics and get their opinion on some major issues
of political importance.

Today, all three sit confidently in the second row of the Samajwadi Party auditorium along
with their newly elected fellow Members of Parliament.

All three of them have shown great perseverance, during their election campaign in their
respective constituencies, and have emerged victorious. Thus, showing a new light of hope
forthepolitics of Uttar Pradesh.
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oday, Iqra Hasan, 29,

has joined us for a

discussion about her
political career. With her calm
composure and serene aura, Iqra had
an astounding campaigning journey.
She defeated the incumbent MP
Pradeep Choudhary from the BJP
with a substantial margin 70
thousand votes. Her family's well-
established prominence in the
constituency of Kairana aided her
ability to draw in the votes which
eventually led to her thumping
victory.

It can be said that politics runs in the
blood of the Hasan family, her
grandfather was elected MP in 1984

from Kairana. Her father was elected
in 1996. In 2009 and 2018 (bye-
election), her mother won.

Her brother was elected MLA in both
the 2017 and 2022 UP assembly
elections. However, during the 2022
elections her brother was arrested
and jailed. Even so, he emerged
victorious. How? Because it was Igra
who campaigned vigorously and
played a huge role in securing the
win.

She describes the year 2022 as “very
difficult”. Her brother was
transferred to the Chitrakoot jail.
Every date of hearing he was brought
back to UP from almost a 1000
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kilometres away. Igra explains, “we
used to follow his car throughout the
journey, both coming and going. We
were scared that something will be
done to him, like it is being done these
days in jails by the police. Moreover,
three cases are going on against him
that too in three different courts, all
on dubious charges, which made it
very stressful for the whole family”.

Igra is a highly qualified woman.
Before her political career began she
was a practising lawyer. She went to
an all girls boarding school in Delhi
for 12 years. Then completed her
graduation from Lady Shree Ram
college following which she decided to
do law from DU Faculty of law. After
getting her degree in L.L.B she went
on abroad, to London and obtained
an Msc. in International Law and
Politics. Nonetheless, when Covid-
19's first wave hit, she returned to
India. Next she dreamt of doing a
PhD, all her applications, forms and
processes were final, but then Covid’s
second wave came on, forcing her to
drop her plans.

On being asked about her plans for
her constituency, Kairana, she is very
determined on solving the problems
of the farmers, especially that of the
sugarcane crop.

“My constituency falls in the farmer's
belt, it is the ‘ganna’ (sugarcane) crop
belt, there is a major problem of
recurring dues here”.

Furthermore, Ms. Hasan points out
another important issue that is
affecting Kairana, that is the absence
of an 'only girls college’. She tells us
that the area only has co-educational
colleges, and for various reasons,
after a certain point the girls do not
want to study in a co-educational
environment. Due to this, many girls
drop out of college, and their
education remains incomplete. She is
quite confident that during her term
she will be able to resolve these
problems . The newly elected MP
plans to raise these issues in the



parliament, in front of the
government.

Samajwadi Party's strong lobbying
power due to its increased
representatives will definitely help the
cause. The halls of the Lok Sabha will
see a third generation of
parliamentarians’ from the
respectable Hasan family. Iqra will
keep forth the demands of the voters
of Kairana and make sure that their
needs are met.

Her grass roots understanding of her
constituency is sure to make her a
great leader in the contemporary
political scenario. -

Ouict

O

facts

Iqra was born on the
25th of August, 1995 in
Kairana. She likes to
watch TV series and
movies in her free time.
Presently, she enjoys
listening to artists like
Ali Sethi and Shubh.
Her favourite
Samajwadi song is
‘Janta Pukarti Hai’.
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riya's fiery speeches

S .
P against the double
engine government

during her campaign, has gained
tremendous popularity amongst the
masses.

Ms. Saroj’s hard work along with her
exceptional oratory prowess resulted
in her victory from the Machhlishahr
constituency.

What added to Priya’s widespread
popularity was her extensive door to
door campaigning approach. This
strategy was a huge success and
ultimately resulted in the defeat of
her nearest rival from the BJP.

Fighting from Machhlishahr did not
come as a surprise to her, as she had a
preconceived notion about it.
Initially Party President, Mr.
Akhilesh Yadav had asked her father
Mr. Tufani Saroj to fight, but he is
already a sitting MLA and a by-poll
would have had to be conducted for
the same. Being well-read as well as
knowing the roots of the constituency,
the president then suggested that
Priya should take the reins.

With her humble and down to earth
personality, Priya is now a proud
parliamentarian.

Unsurprisingly, there has been a
change in her way of living.

Earlier she was practising law at the
Supreme Court in New Delhi.
However, now she plans to move
permanently to Machhlishahr for her
people. She says “now I will remain
full time in politics”, humorously she
adds “ab mein karytakarta logo ka
case lena shuru karungi”. She was
also preparing to become a judge but
now those plans have changed.

Additionally, she highlights the
scrutiny that women are often put
under due to their clothing choices.
Earlier she could wear whatever she
felt like, but now she feels that she has
to think twice. Being in the limelight
is definitely not easy!

Presently, her life's motto is that
Machhlishahr should get a new
identity. “I want to do something
new, something different so that the
people come to know of my
constituency”. She is dedicated to
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work for the people of her
constituency.

Upliftment of women is her main
aim. Priya vividly recounts her
campaigning experiences.

She tells us that the women in the
villages were hesitant to be actively
involved in the political processes of
their area. She visited numerous
villages and when she asked the
women regarding their choice of
vote, they were mostly undecided.
The reason for this predominately,
was that they depend on their male
counterparts to tell them whom to
vote for. She wants women to “have a
thought of their own, their own point
of view”, a sense of awareness so that
they can be empowered.

She strongly believes that women
should be kept on the front-foot of
politics. “This will be a good message
not only for Machhlishahr but for the



whole country” she adds.

Priya also points out that her
constituency is affected by several
cases of violence, assault and
harassment against women. She
wants the women who are suffering
to know what their first step of action
should be. Such as the procedure to
file an FIR, how investigations and
trials are conducted, etc.

“ILinformed a lot of women that what
they should do if something wrong is
done to them”, Priya says. During her
campaign, she made several women
aware and learn Dharas (Clauses).
“Awareness and law and order are
my main aims”. Being a lawyer
herself, she realises the difference that
awareness about rights can make in a
woman's life.

Her nukkad sabhas saw big turnouts
of women. According to Ms. Saroj,
70-80 % women of their respective
areas turned up for the sabhas. A
massive contribution for this was her
being a woman candidate and
having other lady party workers
along, made the women of the
villages feel somewhat more
connected to them and come out
more.

Lastly, Priya recalls her childhood
days, when her father Mr. Tufani
Saroj was MP from Machhlishahr.
She used to accompany him
occasionally to the Central Hall
where she enjoyed eating gulab
jamuns. Now she will walk through
the doors of the Parliament carrying
the hopes of Machhlishahr, the
women of Machhlishahr. A huge
responsibility, on which she will
surely deliver.

L[|
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Priya was born in the
holy city of Varanasi on
23rd November, 1998.
She loves to dance, so
much so that she
wanted to take up
dancing as a
profession. However,
destiny had something
completely different
written for her. She is
also an amazing chef
and frequently finds
herself cooking up post-
midnight meals for her
brother.
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he youngest MP in the

history of India, Mr.

Pushpendra Saroj
completed his schooling from the
prestigious Welham boys school and
then went on to study in Queen's
Mary University of London for his
graduation. There he attained a
B.com in Accounting and
Management.

Soon after coming back to India he
started a business, working alone
most of the time. Little did he know
that his life path was about to take
such a drastic turn and in 4 months
time nothing would be the same.
Soon enough, he would be sitting
amongst the most influential
politicians in the country, eagerly
wanting to listen and learn from
them; the aim of all of it being the
betterment of his people, the people of
Kaushambi.

Being abroad for 3 years has changed
his perspective, the way of his
thinking is new. He explains, “Party
President had also studied from
abroad and we saw the
implementation of his policies in the
government. Connecting our people
with basic necessities, with the help of
a new thought and a new vision from
abroad, is a good combination, a
good cocktail of both.”

Consequently, after his introduction
into politics, there was a huge shift in

his lifestyle, from the media attention
to the “straightforward dialogue
delivery”. He never thought that his
entry into politics would be so early,
he feels that this only happened
because “there was history to be
created and God wanted it”. He has
also started using social media very
differently than he usually did. He
now has a media team that handles
everything. He tells us that initially
his father, Mr. Indrajit Saroj was
against social media because he had
been a “very dharadar wala neta”.
However, during Pushpendra’s
campaign, the platform proved to be
very advantageous as it connected a
lot of people with his thoughts and
ideas.

Today, immaculately dressed in a
black Nehru jacket paired with linen
co-ord, Mr. Saroj sits content after
securing his win. On asking him his
plans for Kaushambi he said firstly,
he wants to strengthen and provide
for the very basic necessities that his
people are lacking, i.e., he aims to
resolve the problems of electricity,
road and water in his constituency.
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Secondly, he highlights that, “the
problem of paper leaks and
unemployment are very serious”, he
expresses, “everyone should have an
opportunity to provide for their
households, the government has
taken this opportunity away. So we
will work towards this”. He firmly
believes that the youth has a lot of
hope from the party, and the party's
primary responsibility should be to
them.

Furthermore, he adds “India is great
and competent, with great minds, but
infrastructure needs to be built for
this. Our work is to provide
infrastructure, rest the people are so
‘shaksham’ that they will optimally
utilise the infrastructure and will be
able to grow as a society”.

When asked about the issues of
women, he does recognise the
problems of representation, however
he believes that direct benefit transfer
is the main issue that should be
worked towards, so that
underprivileged women are able to
run their homes. Moreover he
pointed out that the ‘Ujjwala Yojana’



implemented by the central
government has rendered useless due
to rapid inflation in the country. He is
hopeful when the SP government is
formed the party's pension scheme
will be able to emancipate the
women.

Pushpendra is grateful to his voters,
because they have set two records in
this election. One electing India’s
youngest MP and two, the largest
number of votes a youngest
parliamentarian has ever secured.
He said, “sara shrey unko jata hai (all
the credit goes to the people)”. On the
first day of his campaigning he had
announced that he does not know
anything about jaati’, therefore he
will “not do any politics based on
jaati or dharm”. This statement
seemed to have struck a cord with the
voters and attracted several more
communities to vote for him.

Mr Saroj is confident that he has a
“long haul in politics and this is just
the beginning”. In his words “When
history books will be turned it is not
Pushpendra Saroj who's name will be
written it will be of Kaushambi ki
janta, jinka naam likha hoga”.

Now, the people of Kaushambi look

up to him, to deliver on his promises.
[ |

Quicte

facts

Pushenpendra was born
in Allahabad, on 1st
March, 1995. He is a
sports enthusiast. He
plays hockey, football,
cricket, and squash
routinely . Mr. Saroj is
also a huge animal lover,
and has a lovable pack of
3dogs.

s

TSI geifcal | 3761 2024 | 25




"aq" -

& from the Party President

he Party President, Shri Akhilesh Yadav

said that he decided in favour of Iqra, Priya

and Pushpendra because they are young,
and they will be able to better understand the new
challenges that exist in the modern society.
Taking up after her father, Priya had been a strong,
contender for the constituency of Machhlishahr, thats
why she was chosen, he explains. She proved her
capability by winning the seat.
He said that “Iqra is from a political family, she is well-
educated, young, people know her, she knows how to
speak, give a speech”. He felt that since her whole family
has been present politically in Kairana from a long time, it
will work to her advantage and she will gain from that.

He recalls his meeting with Pushpendra and his father,

Mr. Indrajit Saroj. He says that Pushpendras age was
becoming an issue and for this reason his father was a bit
hesitant. However, the President told Mr. Indrajit, “aap
ladaiye apne ladke ko”, and to Pushpendra, “lado kuch
nahin hota”. He won by more than one lakh votes!

The Party President’s belief is that we should always give
young people the opportunity because when young
people come in the picture , young thoughts come along
with them as well.

On being asked about the accusations of nepotism since
all the three parliamentarians come from a political
family background, he replied that he does not consider
this an issue at all. These elections were very crucial and
if a family member wants to come into politics, and
because it is amongst the people that they are going, they
are going to struggle, they are going to prove themselves,
so I gave them the opportunity to do so. And the people
have clearly accepted them. o
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Socialist Leader of India. Chief Minister of UP (2012 - 2017)
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Modi lost self-confidence, faltering
in speeches, says Akhllesh Yadav
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Remembering 'Kalaignar' M. Karunanidhi ji,
the former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, on
his birth anniversary. His legacy of service
and leadership lives on.
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